
What competition is available when
a researcher needs an article to
which a publisher has exclusive
rights?  

T H E  S U B S C R I P T I O N  M O D E L

Subscription publishing is in
crisis. In addition to exponentially
increased research output over the
period since 1986, a rise in
fees has triggered what is known as
“the serials crisis”: 
 
The inability of library budgets to
keep pace with the prices set by
publishers.

The problems are even more pressing for the humanities and social
sciences. Poorly funded by comparison to scientific disciplines, Article
Processing Charges (APCs) will have the effect of shutting down scholarly
communication. 
 
 
 

W H A T  I S  T O  B E  D O N E ?

Open Access
In the Humanities

400%
above inflation since  

1986*

Subscription 

 journal fees are up

$2465 
 Average 

APC**

None 
It is a micro-monopoly!

openlibhums.org

* http://www.arl.org/storage/documents/expendit
ure-trends.pdf

**£1745 for 2014-15.
See: https://www.jisc.ac.uk/reports/apcs-and-

subscriptions

P O O L I N G  R E S O U R C E S

The current level of APCs makes
gold OA publishing unaffordable for
the majority of unfunded humanities
scholars. The OLH aims instead to

implement a collaborative, or
collective, funding model for gold

open access in the humanities. 
 
 

The OLH model is extremely cost effective, with a base cost of
approximately $500 per article. This covers ongoing technological costs,
staff costs, digital preservation, typesetting and other costs.  
 
 
 

$2465*
*2014-15 JISC Report

Average APC  

rates are now

27 APC-Free Gold OA journals

We operate on a not-for-profit basis and are not
beholden to stakeholders or profit.

This means lots of 
libraries all paying a 

small amount to make it 
work.

Humanities publishing can be a harsh and unforgiving
place for open access. 
 
We understand. Join us as an OLH advocate, spreading
the message of humanities OA to new audiences.  
 
 

Talk Share

Refer Act

Present on the OLH With your colleagues
and librarian

 Another institution
for a mutual 10%

discount

Join the OLH
today!
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